
Early Years funding: guidance for parents and carers 
 

Targeted funded childcare for 2-year-olds 
 
Your 2-year-old can get up to 15 hours of funded 
education/childcare per week if you receive one of 
the qualifying benefits. Eligible children can 
access the 2-year-old funding from the start of the 
funding period following their 2nd birthday. The 
earliest you can apply is the start of the funding 
period in which your child turns two.  
 
2-year-olds can also get funded childcare if they 
are looked after by a local authority, have an 
education, health and care (EHC) plan, 
get Disability Living Allowance or have left care 
under an adoption, special guardianship or a child 
arrangement order.  
 
If you’re a non-UK citizen who cannot claim 
benefits 
 
If your immigration status says that you have ‘no 
recourse to public funds’, you may still get funded 
childcare for your 2-year-old.  
 
You will need to complete the Application for 
funded early education for two-year-olds from 
families with no recourse to public funds 
(NRPF) and attach this to your online application, 
along with any supporting evidence.  
 
Please check your eligibility online at devon.cc/tyf 
or by telephone: 0345 155 1013 
 
You will need to show your childcare provider 
proof of entitlement.  
 
The confirmation email or portal message will 
contain a code starting ‘TYF878’ 
 

Universal-funded childcare for 3- and 4-year-
olds 
  
All children aged 3 and 4 years old are entitled to 
up to 15 hours of funded education and childcare 
per week.  
 

 
 
Extended entitlement for 3 and 4 year olds 
 
In addition to the universal 15 hours of funded 
education and childcare for 3 and 4-year-olds, 
some children of working parents may be eligible 
for an additional 15 hours. 
 
Parents need to be working the equivalent of 16 
hours per week at the National Minimum Wage. In 
joint households, both parents need to be working 
and satisfy the criteria. However, there are some 
circumstances i.e., if you or your partner are on 
maternity, paternity or adoption leave, or you're 
unable to work because you are disabled or have 
caring responsibilities, where you may still be 
eligible. 
 
It's important to remember that children are eligible 
to receive this funding from the start of the funding 
period following their second or third birthday. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/help-with-childcare-costs/free-childcare-2-year-olds
https://www.gov.uk/disability-living-allowance-children
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/w-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdevoncc.sharepoint.com%2F%3Aw%3A%2Fs%2FPublicDocs%2FEducation%2FEXn3KbDUfINMuO9yWzHUDgEBed-9-UrEZFTB-PtbamfITw%3Fe%3DQ638lC&data=05%7C01%7Clouise.smith%40devon.gov.uk%7Cf3fc9baed3b94c6166e908db9fd9bfa5%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638279529787641402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kj7aD%2BsB7fxgeeyH8PZJxaX%2BS%2Bj1hZwcxaVBT8i1ACE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/w-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdevoncc.sharepoint.com%2F%3Aw%3A%2Fs%2FPublicDocs%2FEducation%2FEXn3KbDUfINMuO9yWzHUDgEBed-9-UrEZFTB-PtbamfITw%3Fe%3DQ638lC&data=05%7C01%7Clouise.smith%40devon.gov.uk%7Cf3fc9baed3b94c6166e908db9fd9bfa5%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638279529787641402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kj7aD%2BsB7fxgeeyH8PZJxaX%2BS%2Bj1hZwcxaVBT8i1ACE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/w-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdevoncc.sharepoint.com%2F%3Aw%3A%2Fs%2FPublicDocs%2FEducation%2FEXn3KbDUfINMuO9yWzHUDgEBed-9-UrEZFTB-PtbamfITw%3Fe%3DQ638lC&data=05%7C01%7Clouise.smith%40devon.gov.uk%7Cf3fc9baed3b94c6166e908db9fd9bfa5%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638279529787641402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kj7aD%2BsB7fxgeeyH8PZJxaX%2BS%2Bj1hZwcxaVBT8i1ACE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/w-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdevoncc.sharepoint.com%2F%3Aw%3A%2Fs%2FPublicDocs%2FEducation%2FEXn3KbDUfINMuO9yWzHUDgEBed-9-UrEZFTB-PtbamfITw%3Fe%3DQ638lC&data=05%7C01%7Clouise.smith%40devon.gov.uk%7Cf3fc9baed3b94c6166e908db9fd9bfa5%7C8da13783cb68443fbb4b997f77fd5bfb%7C0%7C0%7C638279529787641402%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kj7aD%2BsB7fxgeeyH8PZJxaX%2BS%2Bj1hZwcxaVBT8i1ACE%3D&reserved=0
https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE/en?ReturnUrl=%2FCCSCitizenPortal_LIVE%2F


 
Child’s birthday 
between: 

Funding can start 
from: 

1 January & 31 March 1 April 
1 April & 31 August 1 September 
1 September & 31 
December 

1 January 

 

 
 
Expansion to Early Years funding  
 
From April 2024, eligible working parents of 2-
year-olds will be able to access up to 15 hours of 
funded childcare.  
 
From September 2024, the 15 hours of funded 
childcare will be extended to eligible working 
parents of children from the age of 9 months. 
 
From September 2025, eligible working parents 
of children from 9 months to school age will be 
eligible for up to 30 hours of childcare per week. 
   
Children of eligible working parents will be able to 
receive the entitlements from the beginning of the 
funding period following their reaching the relevant 
age. 
 
If you are eligible, you will be provided with a code 
that needs to be presented to your childcare 
provider, along with your National Insurance 
Number, so they can check you are eligible. The 
codes will need to be reconfirmed every 3 months 
in order to remain eligible. Children cannot access 
the working parent entitlement without a valid 
code.  
 
All funding can be accessed by using 15/30 
hours per week over 38 weeks of the year, or 
you may be able to ‘stretch’ the funding by 
using fewer hours over more weeks of the year 
if you require childcare all year round.  

 
There are many ways in which you can use the 
funding so please speak to your chosen 
childcare provider.  
 
Your childcare provider will claim the Early Years 
Funding on your behalf. You will need to show a 
copy of your child's birth certificate or other form of 
ID evidence and complete a registration form 
confirming your details.   
 
Tax-free childcare 
 
Working parents may also be eligible for Tax-Free 
Childcare to help pay for education/childcare 
costs.  If you are eligible, you will need to set up 
an online account for your child which you use to 
pay the childcare provider. For every £8 you put 
into the account, the government adds another £2. 
You can get up to £500 every three months for 
each child, or £1,000 if your child has a disability. 
Click here to start your application. 
 
Disability Access fund 
 
Disability Access Funding is for early years 
providers to support children with disabilities or 
special educational needs. It aids access to early 
years places by supporting providers in making 
reasonable adjustments to their settings. 
This funding is available for eligible children who 
are in receipt of Disability Living Allowance and 
accessing some or all of their Early Years 
Funding.  
 
Parents of children who attend more than one 
provider need to be aware that only one payment 
can be made per year and the parent must 
complete the form for the provider that they wish 
to receive the funding. 
 
Please visit Childcare Choices for more 
information about the help that is available for 
childcare costs. 
 
 
You can find more information 
about the range of support 
here:                       

https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare
https://www.gov.uk/tax-free-childcare?step-by-step-nav=d78aeaf6-1747-4d72-9619-f16efb4dd89d
https://www.gov.uk/apply-for-tax-free-childcare
https://devoncc.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/PublicDocs/Education/EWgJSoPHNe1GqNm7htOXHVYBOY-I4tlpmV1W2qOtn675GA?rtime=iIi8d0nr20g
https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/

